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October8,2021

PresidentJosephR.Biden
TheWhiteHouse

1600PennsylvaniaAve.NW
Washington,D.C.20500

Mr.MerrickB.Garland
AttorneyGeneral
U.S.DepartmentofJustice
950PennsylvaniaAve.NW

Washington,D.C.20530

Mr.MichaelCarvajal
Director
FederalBureauofPrisons

320FirstSt.NW

Washington,D.C.20534

Mr.J.A.Keller
SoutheastRegionalDirector
FederalBureauofPrisons

3800CampCrk.Prk.SW,Bldg.2000
Atlanta,GA30331

DearPresidentBiden,AttorneyGeneralGarland,DirectorCarvajal,andDirectorKeller:

WewritetorequesttheexpeditedreleaseofMr.LeonardPeltierfromtheColemanFederalCorrectional
ComplexinFloridaandrequestthatMr.Peltierbegrantedclemency.Aspartofthenationalresponseto
theCOVID-19pandemic,theDepartmentofJustice(DOJ)authorizedtheFederalBureauofPrisons
(BOP)toreleaseelderlyinmatesandthosewithunderlyinghealthconditionsfromfederalprisons.
GiventheunprecedentedimpactoftheCOVID-19pandemicinourcountry,aswellasMr.Peltier's
underlyinghealthconditionsandage,werequestimmediateactionbetakentoreleasehimfromfederal
custody.

OnJune26,1975,FederalBureauofInvestigation(FBI)agentsRonaldWilliamsandJackColerwere
killedduringaconfrontationinvolvingAmericanIndianMovement(AIM)membersonthePineRidge
IndianreservationinSouthDakota.Mr.Peltierwasconvictedoftheirmurdersin1977andsentencedto
twoconsecutivelifesentences.However,manyevidentiaryandproceduralissuesaroseduringthe
prosecutionofMr.Peltier'scase,suchasacriticalallegedeyewitnesstotheshootingslaterretractingher
testimonyandadmittingthattheFBIhadthreatenedher.FollowingaFreedomofInformationAct
rulingin1980,Mr.Peltier'slawyersalsodiscoveredthattheprosecutionhadwithhelddocumented
evidencethatmighthaveassistedMr.Peltier'scase.

Despitetheserevelations,Mr.Peltierhasyettoreceiveafairtrialthatisfreefromconstitutional
violations.Mr.Peltieris77yearsoldandsuffersfromseverehealthconditions,includingdiabetesand
anabdominalaorticaneurysmthatcanbelethalifruptured.Hehasservedmorethan43yearsinthe
federalprisonsystem,someofwhichhavebeeninsolitaryconfinement.ThesupportforMr.Peltier's
requestforclemencyisbothwidespreadandstrong.Apetitionforhisreleasecontainedover275,000
signaturesandin2021,formerU.S.AttorneyJamesH.Reynolds-whoseofficehandledthecriminal
prosecutionandsubsequentappealofMr.Peltier-joinedthismovementbyrequestingMr.Peltier's
clemencytoPresidentBiden.1

1U.S.AttorneyJamesReynolds,"ClemencyRequestforLeonardPeltiertoPresidentJospehR.Biden,"July9,2021.
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AmnestyInternational,aglobalhumanrightsorganizationwithover10millionmillionmembers,
supportersandactivistsworldwide,continuesthecallforMr.Peltier'sreleasetothisday.Mr.Peltier
hasreceivedoverwhelmingsupportfromotherinternationallyrespectedchampionsofhumanrights,
includingthelateNelsonMandela,HisHolinesstheDalaiLama,MikhailGorbachev,MaryRobinson,
formerPresidentofIrelandandUnitedNationsHighCommissionerforHumanRights,the
EuropeanParliament,theBelgianParliament,theItalianParliament,theKennedyMemorialCenter
forHumanRights,Rev.JesseJackson,RigobertaMenchu,sevenNobelPeacePrizeLaureates
(includingArchbishopDesmondTutuandShirinEbadi),RageAgainsttheMachine,PeteSeeger,
CarlosSantana,HarryBelafonte,GloriaSteinem,andRobertRedford.Thislistrepresentsbuta
fractionofMr.Peltier'stotalsupporters.Hisreleaseisalsostronglysupportedbyelectedtriballeaders
acrosstheU.S.andtheNationalCongressofAmericanIndians,whohavepassedresolutions
requestinghisclemencyandcompassionaterelease.

Giventhecombinationofthisoverwhelmingsupport,theconstitutionalissuesunderlyingMr.
Peltier'sprosecution,andhisstatusasanelderlyinmatewithsevereunderlyinghealthconditions,we
believeitishighlyappropriatethatBOPprioritizestheexpeditedreleaseofMr.Peltier.Wetherefore
requestthatMr.LeonardPeltierreceiveanexpeditedreleaseandbegrantedclemency.

Sincerely,

PailM.Heade
RaúlM.Grijalva
MemberofCongress

Barkaudee
BarbaraLee
MemberofCongress

GaiaSSari
JesúsG."Chuy"García
MemberofCongress

Carissach
CoriBush

MemberofCongress

Mu

EmanuelCleaver,II
MemberofCongress

TaredHuffman

MemberofCongress
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